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Blackwell family distraught about contamination 
results
By Judy Lambert / J-T Staff Writer

One very upset couple in Blackwell received a letter Saturday from Nix, Patterson & Roach, LLP, attorneys 
handling the contamination case inside the Blackwell city limits. Jeff Politte and his wife, Lea, have two 
children, seven and nine, and live in the housing district west of Blackwell Regional Hospital. Theirs was 
one of the handful of homes that were tested for lead and arsenic content back in December of 2006.

Contained in the letter was the following information: "Your home was found to have unsafe levels of lead 
and arsenic. The maximum level of arsenic permitted inside a home by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is 3.9 mg/kg. The maximum level of arsenic in your house dust was found to be 7.55 
mg/kg. The maximum level of floor lead permitted inside a home by the EPA is 40 ug/ft2. The floor lead 
found in your home was 103 ug/ft2.

"The soil surrounding your home was found to also contain unsafe levels of arsenic. The maximum level 
of arsenic permitted in soil by the EPA is again 3.9 mg/kg. The level of arsenic found in the soil outside 
your home was 8.71 mg/kg."

Politte and his family have only lived in that housing edition for two years, but altogether they have been 
in Blackwell over eight years. One of his greatest concerns is their seven-year-old son who has been 
diagnosed with ADHD and is on medication. "He has seizures," Politte said. According to information he 
found online, Politte said that his son must be more sensitive to the pollutants than his nine-year-old 
daughter. As far as the effect on their daughter, she has "just the normal allergies and stuff," he said. 

One concern is the use of their air conditioning system. With the air filter being one of the test sites found 
high in arsenic, the family was told that the use of the air conditioner would put the contamination into 
the air that they breathe. With the summer weather right around the corner, the air conditioner will be 
badly needed.

The Polittes are deeply concerned about the physical and mental health of their children. They both have 
their jobs here in Blackwell, and "we can't afford to just get up and move," Politte said. In naming off 
several of the symptoms of high lead and arsenic counts, he came across "diabetes," which concerned 
him. "My son's blood sugar was 140 when they tested him the other day," he said. Of course, this causes 
more worry for the family. "People need to stand up and say 'we're tired of this,'" Politte said. "We want 
this stuff cleaned up because it's killing our kids." Pointing out he fact that the schools are inside the 
contamination zone, he said, "our kids are going to school every day in contamination. We need to test 
the schools to find out if our kids are safe." 

It isn't only the children of Blackwell who are suffering from possible symptoms of this contamination.
"We've had diarrhea, cramping… headaches, allergies," he said, which have been symptoms he and his
wife have had over a long period of time. He is presently on medication for numbness and tingling in his
back and legs, and isn't sure why. He has made arrangements for his family all to have blood tests for
lead and arsenic levels. This is an expense that will come out of their own pockets. 

Politte has a concern for the people of this town, especially those who seem to take this information so 
lightly. "I didn't believe it at first," he said. "But when you look at the results staring you in the face," it's 
hard to deny it. "When it's your name on the paper and they tell you it's your home that is nearly three 
times above toxic, it makes you worry." He and his wife are finally filling out all the paper work needed to
be represented by Nix, Patterson & Roach, along with the hundreds of families who are also living in the 
contaminated area.

"My kids have played in that dirt," Politte said. "I know we're breathing that day in and day out. It's in 
our furniture. If we move, the contamination is on everything we own."

Politte, having been suffering from fatigue for some time, found out that his body is low in certain male 
hormones, which causes him to wonder how many men in this area might be having the same problems. 
How many couples have found it difficult to conceive a child, he wonders? Could the contamination of lead 
and arsenic be causing men and women to become sterile? He is firm in believing that Blackwell needs to 
get the EPA actively involved here and available to help the citizens figure out what to do about the 
contamination situation in Blackwell. "How many people don't realize the problems this is causing to their 
bodies?" he asked.

Although Politte hasn't been as active in getting this information out to the public and helping put things 
in motion, now he says, "I'm interested in stepping up my involvement and volunteering to see that 
something is done about this and getting other people involved. I want a resolution of this as soon as 
possible." He believes that the citizens need to make sure this mess gets cleaned up. "This is something 
that is serious," he said, "and I don't want it to get swept under the rug."

The Politte family is just one of the families whose homes were tested for arsenic and lead contamination 
caused by the plume of smoke from the smelter that covered the city from the time it opened in the early 
1900s until it closed in 1974. 

The dirt from around the smelter, which was heavily contaminated, was given away to different people 
who needed dirt to level out the grounds on their property. It has been spread in different areas across 
Blackwell. The topsoil is the part that seems to be the most contaminated, and moves constantly, either 
from the Oklahoma winds or from erosion caused by rain and changing weather. It is the topsoil that is 
tracked into your homes, finds it's way through the air into your air filters and air conditioning systems. It 
is in the dust that you clean off your ceiling fans and wipe from your furniture. It is in the carpet dust that 
fills your vacuum bags and stirs in the air when you sweep your floors. It is in your furniture, on your 
pets' fur and your children's knees, hands and elbows after playing outside. It is invisible to your eyes, 

 ADVERTISERS
Blackwell True Value Hardware
Blue Ribbon Roofing
Breast Cancer Awareness Women's Night 
Out
Budget Pest Control
Business & Service Directory
Caskey Pest Control
Central National Bank of Enid
Century 21
Chapman Shoe Emporium
Davis-Moore Auto Group
DeWayne's BBQ
Diane's Sport Spot
Dining Guide
Direct Discount Tire
Haunted Casino
Hobby Lobby
Holy Grounds Coffee Bar
Hometown Furniture
Hutton Pharmacy
Integris Blackwell Hospital
It's A Bling Thing
Jack Bowker Ford
Jim Menzer Real Estate
Mertz Manufacturing
Nix, Patterson & Roach, LLP
Oklahoma Centennial Celebrations
Phelps Dodge Corp.
Phelps Dodge Corp.
Spotlight on Dining
Starr Lumbar Company
State Exchange Bank
Steffen Hometown Realtors
Sykes Enterprises
The Lunch Box
United World Life
Veteran's Centennial Parade
Veterans Day Salute
 Weather

Plan your trip
Local Radar
Detailed Forecast

GO

 Youth Links
4Kids.org
Ask Dr. Universe
Berit's Best
Brain Teasers
CoolMath.com
CRpuzzles.com
Discovery Kids
Encyclopedia Britannica
Fact Monster
Figure This!
FirstGovForKids

Find Weather

Pest Control
Sort Local Pest Control by Ratings 
or Distance in your city! 
oklahomacity.Citysearch.com

People Search
Find anyone in Oklahoma City, OK.
Get current address, phone, & 
more! 
www.usa-people-search.com

Oklahoma City Classifieds
Check Classifieds Oklahoma City 
"Best Of the Web" by Business 
Week! 
OklahomaCity.Oodle.com

New Homes in OKC/Edmond
The Features You Want With
Family- Friendly Pricing… $180s to
$280s
www.turnerandsonhomes.com

Advertise on this site

Ads by Google

OK Centennial 
T-shirts 

Official OK Centennial T-shirts 5 colors 
to choose from $11.95 ea. 

www.usaspe.com



Blackwell family distraught about contamination results on Blackwell Jo... http://www.blackwelljournaltribune.net/news.php?viewStory=4534

2 of 2 10/30/2007 3:46 PM

Join Our Site
Logout

Blackwell 
Journal-Tribune
113 E. Blackwell Ave.
P.O. Box 760
Blackwell, Ok 
74631-0760
Phone: 580-363-3370
Fax: 580-363-4415
 Affiliates
Guthrie NewsLeader
American Hometown 
Publishing

 

cannot be tasted, smelled or purposely touched, but could be everywhere you walk, lay, sit or play. What 
seems today to be of no real concern to you could show up tomorrow as depression, forgetfulness, 
breathing problems, arthritis, numbness or tingling, tumors, cysts, ADHD, cancer, lung disease, heart 
problems, or death. 

Admitting that Blackwell has a problem and doing what is needed to take care of it is not admitting 
weakness. However, ignoring the problem and making light of it may not be the wisest choice for you, 
your children, your future or the futures of your loved ones. 
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