Blackwell family distraught about contamination results on Blackwell Jo... http://www.blackwelljournaltribune.net/news.php?viewStory=4534
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handling the contamination case inside the Blackwell city limits. Jeff Politte and his wife, Lea, have two Central National Bank of Enid
Features children, seven and nine, and live in the housing district west of Blackwell Regional Hospital. Theirs was Century 21
one of the handful of homes that were tested for lead and arsenic content back in December of 2006. entury <2 .
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Contained in the letter was the following information: "Your home was found to have unsafe levels of lead
and arsenic. The maximum level of arsenic permitted inside a home by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is 3.9 mg/kg. The maximum level of arsenic in your house dust was found to be 7.55
mg/kg. The maximum level of floor lead permitted inside a home by the EPA is 40 ug/ft2. The floor lead
found in your home was 103 ug/ft2.
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"The soil surrounding your home was found to also contain unsafe levels of arsenic. The maximum level
of arsenic permitted in soil by the EPA is again 3.9 mg/kg. The level of arsenic found in the soil outside
your home was 8.71 mg/kg."
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diagnosed with ADHD and is on medication. "He has seizures,"” Politte said. According to information he Jack Bowker Ford

found online, Politte said that his son must be more sensitive to the pollutants than his nine-year-old Jim Menzer Real Estate

. . 4 A Mertz Manufacturing
Site Ma daughter. As far as the effect on their daughter, she has "just the normal allergies and stuff,” he said. Nix, Patterson & Roach, LLP
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One concern is the use of their air conditioning system. With the air filter being one of the test sites found
high in arsenic, the family was told that the use of the air conditioner would put the contamination into
the air that they breathe. With the summer weather right around the corner, the air conditioner will be
badly needed.

The Polittes are deeply concerned about the physical and mental health of their children. They both have
their jobs here in Blackwell, and "we can't afford to just get up and move," Politte said. In haming off
several of the symptoms of high lead and arsenic counts, he came across "diabetes," which concerned
him. "My son's blood sugar was 140 when they tested him the other day," he said. Of course, this causes
more worry for the family. "People need to stand up and say ‘we're tired of this," Politte said. "We want n .
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this stuff cleaned up because it's killing our kids." Pointing out he fact that the schools are inside the P —
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contamination zone, he said, "our kids are going to school every day in contamination. We need to test
BOARDS! the schools to find out if our kids are safe." Weather

It isn't only the children of Blackwell who are suffering from possible symptoms of this contamination.
"We've had diarrhea, cramping... headaches, allergies," he said, which have been symptoms he and his
wife have had over a long period of time. He is presently on medication for numbness and tingling in his
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Politte has a concern for the people of this town, especially those who seem to take this information so -
lightly. "I didn't believe it at first,” he said. "But when you look at the results staring you in the face," it's IFINd Weather

Blackwell Map hard to deny it. "When it's your name on the paper and they tell you it's your home that is nearly three -
INTEGRIS Blackwell times above toxic, it makes you worry." He and his wife are finally filling out all the paper work needed to
Hospital be represented by Nix, Patterson & Roach, along with the hundreds of families who are also living in the
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"My kids have played in that dirt," Politte said. "I know we're breathing that day in and day out. It's in
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Football Although Politte hasn't been as active in getting this information out to the public and helping put things
Baseball in motion, now he says, "I'm interested in stepping up my involvement and volunteering to see that
Basketball something is done about this and getting other people involved. | want a resolution of this as soon as
Web Resources possible.” He believes that the citizens need to make sure this mess gets cleaned up. "This is something
that is serious,” he said, "and | don't want it to get swept under the rug.”

Politte, having been suffering from fatigue for some time, found out that his body is low in certain male
hormones, which causes him to wonder how many men in this area might be having the same problems.
How many couples have found it difficult to conceive a child, he wonders? Could the contamination of lead
and arsenic be causing men and women to become sterile? He is firm in believing that Blackwell needs to
get the EPA actively involved here and available to help the citizens figure out what to do about the L. ) .
contamination situation in Blackwell. "How many people don't realize the problems this is causing to their Official OK Centennial T-shirts 5 colors
bodies?" he asked. to choose from $11.95 ea.

OK Centennial
T-shirts

www.usaspe.com

Advertise on this site
. o » . o Youth Links
The Politte family is just one of the families whose homes were tested for arsenic and lead contamination 4Kids.org
caused by the plume of smoke from the smelter that covered the city from the time it opened in the early agk Dr. Universe

1900s until it closed in 1974. Berit's Best
. . . . . . Brain Teasers
The dirt from around the smelter, which was heavily contaminated, was given away to different people CoolMath.com
— who needed dirt to level out the grounds on their property. It has been spread in different areas across CRpuzzles.com
Dictionary Blackwell. The topsoil is the part that seems to be the most contaminated, and moves constantly, either Discovery Kids

Internet Safequards
Quit Smoking
The Bible Online
Member Options fills your vacuum bags and stirs in the air when you sweep your floors. It is in your furniture, on your
pets' fur and your children's knees, hands and elbows after playing outside. It is invisible to your eyes,

from the Oklahoma winds or from erosion caused by rain and changing weather. It is the topsoil that is Encyclopedia Britannica
tracked into your homes, finds it's way through the air into your air filters and air conditioning systems. It Fact Monster
is in the dust that you clean off your ceiling fans and wipe from your furniture. It is in the carpet dust that Figure This!

FirstGovForKids

1of2 10/30/2007 3:46 PM



Blackwell family distraught about contamination results on Blackwell Jo... http://www.blackwelljournaltribune.net/news.php?viewStory=4534

Join Our Site cannot be tasted, smelled or purposely touched, but could be everywhere you walk, lay, sit or play. What Funderstanding
Logout seems today to be of no real concern to you could show up tomorrow as depression, forgetfulness, Great Sites for Kids
breathing problems, arthritis, numbness or tingling, tumors, cysts, ADHD, cancer, lung disease, heart HighSchoolHub
Blackwell problems, or death. Kid Scoop
Journal-Tribune » ) . o » KidSites.com
113 E. Blackwell Ave Admitting that Blackvyell h_as a problem and doing V\{hat is need_ed to take care of |t_ is not at_:lmlttlng K!dS|tes.org
N * weakness. However, ignoring the problem and making light of it may not be the wisest choice for you, Kidz World
P.O. Box 760 your children, your future or the futures of your loved ones. Learners Online
Blackwell, Ok Linkasaurus
74631-0760 Printer-friendly format Merriam-Webster
Phone: 580-363-3370 National Geographic
Fax: A PBS Kids
ax: 580-363-4415 L o -
" Blackwell family distraught about contamination results"> SandlotScience.com
Affiliates . L Surf Net Kids
Guthrie NewsLeader What's your opinion? SurfingWithkids
American Hometown Opinion: TeenCentral
Publishing Teenlnk
The Daily Gnus
Ads by Google Time for Kids
Web Feet
Yahooligans

News Headlines

Bush's budget fight with Democrats

deepens

Solar panel on space station rips

Major powers expected to meet on Iran

this week

. U.N. votes against U.S. embargo on

OK Centennial Cuba for 16tg year !
T-shirts Post Opinion Clinton, Obama, Edwards oppose

Mukasey nomination

Irag cabinet okays law to end foreign

Official OK Blackwell family distraught about contamination results"> firms' immunity

i is? . .
Do you know someone else who would like to see this? Paparazzo offered Diana crash pictures

Their Email: to tabloid: court

Centennial T-shirts 5
colors to choose

from $11.95 ea Comment: Russia to file Arctic claim to U.N. this
’ : year: radio
Couple takes legal action against
www.usaspe.com Canada under NAFTA
North Korea nuclear disabling on track,
U.S. says
Advertise on this site (Will be included with e-mail)

Send to a friend

Copyright © and Trademark ™ 2006 All Rights Reserved
Copyright Statement | Privacy Statement | Terms of Service
Blackwell Journal-Tribune
113 E Blackwell Ave., Blackwell, OK 74631
(580) 363-3370

Empowered by Bondware's Content Management System
Email Marketing & Web Design for your eBusiness, eCommerce store, HOA, Association, Publication, Organization or Real Estate Agency

2 of 2 10/30/2007 3:46 PM



